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"Where One of Us Is..." Sister Carol Cimino - National Consultant on Catholic School Education

Those who teach others will shine like the stars...

(Daniel 2:3

When it comes to social justice, I am firmly of the "teach me how to fish" mind. I truly believe that the way to pull people out of poverty, or to keep them out of poverty is to empower them to realize their own gifts and call to be fully human, as God intended.

As soon as I experienced my first day of teaching on September 8, 1965, I knew that was where I was supposed to be. I was sent to teach a sixth grade of some 42 students. I taught every subject, ate lunch with the kids, watched them on the playground, and generally spent my every waking minute preoccupied with teaching.

Today, I really have four jobs, all having to do with Catholic education, on the national level. I am a national consultant for a publishing company, and in that capacity, I have helped to edit a series of religion texts, I have delivered talks and workshops all around the country to any group connected with Catholic education. including parish religious education programs, and have worked with sales persons to promote the texts.

My second job is to be a consultant for a company called Catholic School Management, Inc., headquartered in Madison, CT. This firm, founded in 1973, helps schools and dioceses with marketing, strategic planning, enrollment management, and board formation all over the country. Currently, I consult with fifteen schools in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, CA by meeting with the individual administrators and their boards to conduct a four-year strategic management program.

Then I am an associate professor at Manhattan College. I usually teach one or two graduate courses in the summer to students who are completing requirements for school administration.

Finally, I spend about a quarter of my time freelancing as a consultant, a speaker, and a trainer in Catholic education. In that capacity, I have had the opportunity to write several articles for Catholic education journals and even two books.

The wonderful thing is that I have not sought these jobs; they have sought me, and thus I feel that I have been called to do what I do. I travel about 300 days per year, have 210,000 miles on my car and fly (in a plane) about 125,000 per year. I have had a marvelous opportunity to meet people all over the country, and this is what they have taught me:

There is a tremendous yearning in these good people to provide kids of all socio-economic strata with a solid faith in Jesus and in the Church. Time and time again it has been shown that Catholic schools do what they say they do: provide children with an excellent

faith-based education.

But even beyond that, all the research shows that, for the poor and marginalized. Catholic schools are the most successful. Only twenty-five years ago, Catholic school enrollment included 3% minority children. Today, that figure is almost 20%. Most of these children are not Catholic, but, as Memphis Bishop Terry Steib remarked, "We don't do this because they're Catholic, we do it because we're Catholic."

I have seen parents who just scrape by, sacrificing to send their children to a Catholic school. They know that their children will be taught, will be loved, and will be nurtured-all in a Gospel setting. I see the look of hope on their faces and their belief that the sacrifice will be worth it.

I see that same look on the faces of Catholic school teachers and principals, who make peace with the fact that they will be paid one-half of what public school teachers are paid and who do twice as much. When I mention this to them, their response is, "Sister, it's not about the money; it was never about the money; this is about my call to teach children about Jesus."

While many in the Church have written off Catholic schools, I have witnessed the effectiveness of these schools to change children's lives, to inspire parents and teachers, and to serve the Church with, what the US Bishops have described as "the best way to pass on the Faith." If that's not justice, I don't know what is.



